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A Nonsmooth Quasi-Static
Modeling Approach for
Hydraulic Actuators

This paper presents an analytical approach for modeling the quasi-static characteristics
of hydraulic actuators driven by four-valve independent metering circuits. The presented
model is described as a nonsmooth, set-valued function from the velocity to the set of
forces with which the equilibrium is achieved at the velocity. It is derived from algebraic

relations among the velocity of the actuator, the steady-state force generated by the actu-
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ator, and the flowrate and the steady-state pressure at all valves in the circuit. This
approach is also applied to more involving circuits including a regeneration pipeline and
those with multiple actuators. The contribution of the paper can be seen as an example
case study of the fact that these complicated circuit structures are analytically tractable

through an extension of the conventional hydraulic—electric analogy. The obtained ana-
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1 Introduction

Construction machines require continuing research on the con-
trol technology for future applications, such as remote and semi-
automatic operations. Physical models of the construction
machines are necessary for developing sophisticated controllers,
observers, and simulators. In particular, hydraulic actuators and
hydraulic circuits are important components of construction
machines, of which the physical behaviors need to be appropri-
ately modeled. The behavior of a hydraulic actuator is highly
involving, depending on the oil supply from the pump, the exter-
nal forces acting on the actuator, and the states and the character-
istics of many valves in the circuit.

A straightforward approach for modeling a hydraulic actuator is
to construct a quasi—static1 map from the steady-state velocity to
the actuator force. The force—velocity maps can be derived from
the balance between the flowrate and pressure at the valves,
depending on the valve openings. Such an approach is quite clas-
sical and is often referred to as the hydraulic—electric analogy
[1-4], which replaces the pressure and the flowrate by the voltage
and the current, respectively. Some researchers constructed con-
trollers in this approach [5—12], but its application is limited to
relatively simple circuits that do not involve many valves.

'We use the term “quasi-static” because the model does not involve the pressure
dynamics but involves the motion of the actuator and the oil.
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lytical expressions of the steady-state velocity—force relations allow for concise visualiza-
tion of the actuators’ characteristics. [DOI: 10.1115/1.4051894]

A more physically accurate modeling approach is to consider
the first-order dynamics of the pressure. In such an approach, the
circuit is often divided into several oil volumes, such as those in
the circuit pipelines and the actuator chambers. In each volume,
the pressure is determined by a first-order differential equation
depending on the oil flowrates in and out of the volume. It is
sometimes referred to as a lumped fluid approach and has been
employed for the controller design [13-16] and for simulation
purposes [17,18]. Although this approach can be applied to com-
plicated circuits with many valves, because of the high bulk mod-
ulus of the oil, the differential equations can be numerically stiff,
and thus it usually demands a small time-step and high computa-
tional cost. In addition, it requires iterative computation to obtain
the steady-state force—velocity relations.

This paper presents an approach for deriving mathematical rep-
resentations of quasi-static force—velocity relations of hydraulic
actuators with relatively complicated circuits. The circuit structure
shown in Fig. 1 is used as an example, being motivated by those
used in commercial hydraulic excavators. This approach focuses
on the quasi-static balance between the flowrate and the pressure,
which is the equilibrium of the first-order pressure dynamics.
More specifically, at the steady-state, the pressure difference
across each valve determines the oil flowrate through the valve,
the oil flowrate into the actuator determines the actuator’s veloc-
ity, the pressures in the actuator chambers determine the force
generated by the actuator, and the generated force equals the
external force acting on the actuator. This paper elaborates an ana-
lytical expression of the steady-state relation between the actuator
velocity and the external force from the quasi-static
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representations of all valves in the circuit. One important feature
of the presented expression is that it is nonsmooth, allowing for
the set-valuedness® of the force—velocity map especially when the
valves are closed or the actuator is stopped.

The presented nonsmooth formalism can be seen as one form of
the classical hydraulic—electric analogy [1-4], and it is also analo-
gous to the nonsmooth electronics [19-21]. From another perspec-
tive, the presented approach is close to those of some previous
papers [22-24] that apply the singular perturbation theory to the
dynamical models of hydraulic systems. In their approach, the
terms including the pressure rate-of-changes are removed from
the dynamical models assuming that the pressure dynamics is suf-
ficiently fast. In contrast to their approaches, the presented non-
smooth approach allows for multiple steady-states by involving
the set-valuedness.

In general, many force-exerting devices can be characterized by
quasi-static maps from the velocity to the force [25,26], which can
be used by engineers to choose devices that meet their require-
ments. The presented approach provides such quasi-static maps of
hydraulic actuators as closed-form analytical expressions, which
do not require iterative computation. The obtained quasi-static
map would also be useful as a nominal plant model to be used in
the design of controllers and observers, as has been the case with
relatively simpler circuits [5-12]. In addition, the map would be
used as a basis to construct a new dynamical model for simulation
purposes by including additional terms involving time derivatives.

This paper is organized as follows. Section 2 shows mathematical
preliminaries, including definitions of relevant functions and some
theorems. Section 3 constructs a nonsmooth representation of the
quasi-static characteristics of the hydraulic circuit of Fig. 1, which
describes the algebraic relation among the valve openings, the rod
velocity, and the external force. Section 4 presents an extension of
the approach to include a regeneration pipeline, and Sec. 5 presents
another extension to include multiple actuators driven by a single
pump. Section 6 provides some concluding remarks.

2 Mathematical Preliminary

In this paper, R denotes the set of all real numbers. This paper
extensively uses mathematical notations of the nonsmooth system
theory, which involves set-valued functions. We use the following
set-valued functions:

[0,00) ifx=B
N if x € (A,B)
N (v) 2 (—00,0] ifx=A4A @
%] otherwise
b ifx>0
gsgn(a,x,b) 2{ conv{a,b} if x=0 2)
a if x<0

The definition (1) assumes A < B. Here, conv{a, b} stands for the
convex closure of the set {a, b}, being the closed set [a, b] if a <
b and [b, d] if b < a. The function A 4(x) is referred to as the nor-
mal cone of the set A at the point x. The function gsgn can be
seen as a generalized version of the set-valued signum function.
With the normal cone N, the following relation holds true:

0<xly>0 <<= «xc¢ —./\/'[o_oo)(y)
N ' A (3)

= Y€ Np(¥)
Each of the above three expressions means that x and y are non-
positive scalars at least one of which is zero. This relation is

2A function is said to be set-valued, as opposed to single-valued, if its return
value can be a set of values, as opposed to a single value. A set-valued function is
also said to be nonsmooth if it is not differentiable at some points.
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convenient to describe the flowrate—pressure relation at check
valves. In addition, with A < B, the following relation holds true:

y € ./\/’[AYB](X) < x € gsgn(A,y,B) %)

The following function represents the projection onto a closed
set:

projja 5 (x) £ max(A, min(B, x)) 5)

where A < B. The normal cone and the projection have the follow-
ing relation:

a—xe N (x) < x=projy(a) (6)

which has been shown in previous publications (e.g., Refs. [27,
Proposition 2], [28, Section A.3], and [29, Proposition 6.47]). This
paper uses the following theorem:

THEOREM 1. Let x € R and let A C R be a closed convex subset
of R.Let f: R — R be a strictly decreasing continuous function.
Let x; € R satisfy f(xr) = 0. Then, the following statement holds
true:

() € Nax) <= x = proj(x) ™

Proof. Because f is strictly decreasing, x < xy <= f(x) > 0,
x> xp <= f(x) <0, and x = xy <= f(x) = 0 are satisfied. This
means that f(x) € Ny(x) < xy —x € N 4(x) and Eq. (6)
|

implies that it is equivalent to x = proj 4 (xy).
The following single-valued functions are used in the paper:

S(x) £ sgn(x)x? )

R(x) £ sgn(x) v/ ©)
The functions R and S are strictly increasing continuous functions
satisfying R(S(x)) = S(R(x)) = x.
3 Nonsmooth Quasi-Static Model

3.1 Problem Setting. This section considers the hydraulic
circuit illustrated in Fig. 1, which is a four-valve independent
metering circuit to drive a double-acting hydraulic actuator, being
motivated by the circuits used in commercial hydraulic

P, A, Vs A, P,

rod f
head <
head-side " 7t rod-side
relief valve T Q. Q4 relief valve
Pu= AQum  Qut = Pu
Qu —>—| 0.
}aL N head-side @i t| Quft ¢ Qun ¢Qm rod-side l
suction suction nk
tank  check valve X check valve
upr U, | Uty
bleed valve QPT Q
t
pump l
check Lu main control
---------- p valve tank valves
Qb ¢
=
tank pump
relief pump
valve
Fig. 1 Hydraulic actuator and its circuit
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excavators. The actuator has two chambers separated by the pis-
ton, and the motion of the piston is extracted as the motion of the
rod, which applies forces to external objects. We are interested in
the quasi-static relation among the rod velocity v, positive when
the rod is extending, the external force f, positive when it is com-
pressing the rod, and the opening ratios of the valves.

The hydraulic circuit in Fig. 1 is similar to those studied in,
e.g., Refs. [5-12] and [30], where the quasi-static relations are
also considered. They however focus on rather simplified cases
where relief valves and check valves are neglected. Our main con-
tribution lies in an elaborate analytical representation of the whole
circuit, which is rather complicated than those in previous studies,
using the nonsmooth formalism to deal with relief valves and
check valves.

Although the circuit of Fig. 1 looks complicated, its configuration
can be seen as almost minimal from a practical point of view. For
example, the relief valves and the suction check valves connected
to the chambers are essential to prevent excessively high pressure
in the chambers. The pump relief valve and the bleed valve are also
essential to secure the oil outlet from the pump when the main con-
trol valves are closed. The pump check valve is necessary to pre-
vent the backflow into the pump, which may happen when the
velocity opposes the exerted force of the actuator. Previous papers
exclude these components by imposing assumptions on the combi-
nation of the speed and the valve openings. In contrast, this paper
aims to derive a single, unified representation that holds with any
combinations of the velocity and valve openings.

This paper uses the terminology for linear hydraulic actuators
(i.e., hydraulic cylinders), but the presented approach is also appli-
cable to rotary hydraulic actuators by replacing the velocity and
the external force by the angular velocity and the torque,
respectively.

3.2 Quasi-Static Relations. In Fig. 1, O, and P, denote the
flowrates and the pressure at each point. The pump provides
the flowrate Q to the circuit via a pump check valve and two of
the four main control valves. These control valves are connected
to the head-side and the rod-side chambers of the actuator. The
chambers are also connected to the tank with the zero pressure via
the other two control valves. Each chamber of the actuator also
connects to the tank through a parallel combination of a relief
valve and a check valve, which are named as indicated in the fig-
ure. There is another control valve, referred to as a bleed valve,
and it leads to the tank in parallel to a relief valve, referred to as a
pump relief valve.

The degrees of the opening of the valves are represented by
dimensionless variables u, € [0,1] (x € {ph,tr,pr,th,b}), which
are the ratios of the valve opening areas to their maximum values.
The control valves are manipulated by a controller that accepts
external commands, which are given through, e.g., operation levers
of an excavator. When the external command is to stop the actua-
tor, all the four main valves are closed. When the external com-
mand is to move the actuator in the positive direction (i.e., extend
the rod), both or either of u,,, and u,,. are set positive and u,, and u,,,
are set zero. When the operator’s command is to move the actuator
in the negative direction (i.e., retract the rod), u,, and u,. are set
zero and both or either of u,, and u,, are set positive. Based on this
idea, we assume that the vector u= [tph, Uy Uprs Urhs uh]T always
belongs to either of the following three subsets:

uOé{uGRs‘ul:”2:M3ZM4IOAM5>O} (10a)

UA{ue R +18>0Auy=us =0 aus >0} (10b)
?/Lé{u€R5|u1:u2:0/\u§+uﬁ>0/\u520} (10c)
where u; (i € {1,...,5}) stands for the ith element of the vector u.
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Now, let us make an exhaustive list of algebraic relations
among the pressures, the flowrates, the external force, and the
actuator velocity at the steady-state. First, according to the princi-
ple of mass conservation, which is analogous to Kirchhoff’s law
in electric circuits, one can see that the following relations hold
true at junctions in the circuit:

Om = Opi — Qi (11a)
Om = Qpr — On (11b)
On = Om — Qo (11¢)
Qr = 0m— 0 (11d)
Or = Om + O (11e)
OQp = Opin + Opr (11f)
0, =0-0, (11g)

Second, let us focus on the control valves. As indicated in
Fig. 1, P, and P, are the internal pressures of the head- and rod-
side chambers, respectively, P, is the pressure at the check valve
connected to the pump, and P is the pressure at the outlet of the
pump. According to the conventional orifice model [14,31], we
can assume that the following flowrate—pressure relations are
satisfied:

Oph = Cpnttpp R(Pe — Py) (11h)
Om = oty R(Py) (114)
Opr = Cprttpr R(Pe — Pr) (11))
Ou = cpuy R(P)) (11k)

Op € cpupR(P) + N (_o py (P) (111

Figure 2(a) illustrates the relation (114). The coefficients ¢, are
defined as c¢. = C.a.\/2/p (x € {ph,tr,pr,th,b}), where C, is
the dimensionless coefficient named a discharge coefficient [32],
which is typically around 0.6 or 0.7 [33,34], a. is the maximum
opening area (m>) of the valve, and p is the mass density (kg/m?)
of the oil. Equation (11/) represents the combined effect of the
relief valve and the bleed valve, which limits the pump pressure
up to Py, as illustrated in Fig. 2(b).

Third, let us consider the check valves and the relief valves.
The check valve connected to the pump imposes the following
constraint:

0, € —./\/’[o,oc)(P(' —P) (11m)
which means that the flowrate Q) is zero when P. — P > 0, as
illustrated in Fig. 2(c). It can be seen as analogous to the ideal
diode [19] in electric circuits. The effects of the relief valves and
the suction check valves connected to the chambers are written as
follows:

Ono € N0,y (Pn) (11n)

O € N[O,P,.M] (Pr) (110)
Here, P, and P,,, are the pressure limits of the relief valves con-
nected to the head- and rod-side chambers, respectively. These
expressions mean that P, and P, are always in the ranges of
[0,Puy] and [0,P,y], respectively, as illustrated in Fig. 2(d).
When the pressure reaches the upper limit, the oil flows into the

DECEMBER 2021, Vol. 143 / 121002-3



tank. When the pressure reaches zero, the oil is drawn into the
chamber from the tank.

Finally, we discuss the actuator. Let A, and A, be the cross-
sectional areas of the head- and rod-side chambers, respectively.
Then, at the steady-state where the rod inertia can be neglected,
the constraints imposed by the actuator can be written as follows:

V= Q;,/Ah (1117)
v=—0,/A, (11g)
f=AP,— AP, (11r)

If one deals with rotary actuators, both A, and A, (measured in
m?) should be replaced by the volume displacement per one
radian of rotation, which is measured in m*/rad.

In conclusion, now we have 18 algebraic constraints in Eq. (11)
and 19 variables, which are 13 flowrate values (O, Oror Qs Orns
Qh’ Qr's Qph7 Qpr’ ch’ Qtrs Qt’ Qp’ and Qh)’ four pressure values (P7
Py, P,, and P_), the external force (f) to the rod, and the velocity
(v) of the rod.

For the convenience of derivation, we now normalize some
quantities in the following manner:

q. 2 Q./An(x € {ho, hn, h, ph, th}) (12)
i A cou JA (x € {ph,th}) (13)
g+ éQ*/Ar(* e {ro,rn,r,pr,ir}) (14)
i éc,ﬂu*/A?./z(* € {pr,tr}) (15)
F.APA., Fu2PuyA, (x€{hr}) (16)
Uy 2 cou a7

The re%ularized input vector is defined as u = [ﬁph, Uy, Upr,
iy, Up]” . By using these definitions, Eq. (11) can be rewritten as
follows:

Gim = Gph — qin (18a)
Gm = Gpr — Gur (18b)
qn = qin — Gho (18¢)
Gr = qrn — Gro (184)
Or = Angim + Arqrr (18¢)
Op = Andph + Ardpr (18f)
0,=0-0, (189)

(b)

Fig. 2 Flowrate—pressure relations at (a) one of main control
valves (11h), (b) the bleed and the pump relief valves (11/), (¢)
the pump check valve (11m), and (d) the head-side relief and
the suction check valves (11n)
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qpn = Uph R(ApPc — Fy) (18h)
qmn = ugR(Fp) (18i)
Gpr = U R(AP, — F,) (18))
G = UnR(F;) (18k)
Oy € UyR(P) + N (_x p,](P) (181)
0p € N (oo, (P) (18m)
Qo € N5 (F1) (18n)
Gro € N[O‘F,M] (F)) (180)

v=q (18p)

vV=—q (189)

f=F,—F, (18r)

Note that the equivalence between Eqs. (11m) and (18m) can be
derived from the definition of the normal cone.

3.3 Some Derivations to Obtain F; and F,. Now, let us
attempt to reduce the number of variables. Substituting
Egs. (18m) and (18g) into Eq. (18!) yields

0 €N (—p)(P) +UyR(P) + N (—cp,(P)

= UyR(P) + N (oo min(p..py)) (P) (19

which is equivalent to
P =min(Pc, Py, S(Q/Uy)) (20)
because of Theorem 1. Since ¢, = —¢, = v, we can eliminate the

two variables g, and g,. MOTeover, quo, Gros Gins Grns dphs Gins Gprs
q:r» and Q, can also be eliminated. This gives the following five
equations for the five variables {P, P, Fy, F,,f}:

—v + Uy R(ApPe — Fi) — U R(Fi) € Njo £, (Fi) (2la)
v+ upR(AP. — F,) — iy R(F,) € N[o.p,M] (F,) (21b)
Ahﬁth(AhP(' - Fh) +Arit\er(ArPc - Fr) [S N(—QQ,PL.] (P)
@1¢)
Q S UhR(P) +Ah/u\th(AhPc - Fh) (21d)
+Arﬁpr'R(ArPc - F)) +N(7OCPM](P)
and
f=Fi—F, (22)

Now we derive the relation between v and {Fy, F, } from Eq. (21).
If u € Uy, Eq. (21) reduces to the following:

—v € N0 (Fn) (23a)
v € Nog, (Fr) (23b)
0N wp)(P) (23¢)
Q € UyR(P) + N (_spy) (P) (23d)
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from which

Fy € gsgn(Fum,v,0), F, € gsgn(0,v,Fy) 24)
can be derived by using Eq. (4). This means that f can take any
values between F,;, and —F,,; when v=0, which is consistent
with the fact that, when all the main control valves are closed, the
cylinder holds its position by producing the reaction force against
the external force as long as the relief valves are closed.

When u € U, Eq. (21) reduces to the following:

—v + U R(APe — Fi) € No g, (Fi) (25a)
v — iy R(F,) € Nopp (Fr) (25b)
At R(AWP: = Fr) € N'(_oop) (P) (25¢)
0 € UyR(P) + Apitpn R(AnPe — Fi) + N (oo py) (P) (25d)

By careful derivation detailed in the Appendix, one can eliminate
P and P, from Eq. (25) to obtain the following:

Fy € gsgn(Fuy, v, projj s, (min(A Py,

wel-n)-R)) e
7 oh
F, = projio g, (S0)/a2) (260)
When u € U_, in the same manner, we have the following:
Fiy = proj ) (~80) /a3, 27a)

A} S
Fregsgn| projgr,, | min{ APy, S<V+Q> +¥ V. F
M U? A, i,

(27b)

3.4 Main Result: Nonsmooth Quasi-Static Map From v
to f. Now we are in position to derive the relation between
the force f and the velocity v. Combining Eq. (24) for
u € Uy, Eq. (26) for u € U,, and Eq. (27) for u € U_ results
in the following:

Fj € Ty(v) 2 gsen(Ty- (v), v, Tis (v)) (28a)
F,eT,.(v) 4 gsgn(I—(v), v, Ty (v)) (28b)
where
. . : S
Ly (v) A Proj(o. ] (mm <A,,PM7 4 S< AQ)> — 9)
h uph
(28¢)
. S(v
[ (v) 2 proj 0Fm] — g) (28d)
th
. S(v
Lo (v) 2 proji (,7(2)> (28¢)
r

. A3 S
r_(v) A PrOjjo.f,] (mm (A Py, =58 (V + 2) ) i A(2V))
Ub Ar u

Journal of Dynamic Systems, Measurement, and Control

By using Egs. (22) and (28), the relation between v and f is
obtained as follows:

fer(WAr,(v) -, (29)

For the convenience of further derivations, we can also write the
set-valued map I'(v) in the following form:

I'(v) =gsgn(I'_(v),v, T (v)) (30a)
where
T ()£ i (v) = T (v)
= max(min(max (I o, (v), T'1o5(v)), (308)
max(I'11,(v), T1p(v)),
max (L2, (v), Ti2p(v))),  T3(v), —Fom)
C. (WA, () =T (v (300
= min(max(min(I'_o,(v), T _05(v)),
I (WA, (v) =T, (v)
= rr?in(max(min(r 0a(v), T—on(v)), (300)
min(T"_14(v), To1s(v)),
min(I"_54(v), T—25(v))), T-3(v), Fiunr)
()2 g — 5 (300)
T0(v) 2 Fig — Foug (30¢)
A3 0 Sv) Sk
()2 -2hs(v—2) -2 -5 30
A?
1—‘+1},(V)éfih28(v7142) 7‘5:\72‘})7FrM (3Og)
b h uph
T ioa(v) 2 APy — SA(;) - %V) (30h)
Uy, u,
Fo 242y~ Y (30i)
uph
T2 ‘2(2‘) (30j)
T 0a(v) & —Fy — SA(ZV) (30K)
U,
T 0y(v) = —Fm + Fru (300
A A Q) _8() _s0)
P 2 (v ; A,.) e
Al S
I",Ib(t’)é—U—% (V-FA%) —ﬁ(lzi)‘f‘FhM (30n)
T 2u(v)2 —APy — %V) - %V) (300)
upr U,
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S
I (v) A APy — % + Fuy (30p)
pr
S
rama-S) (30)
Uy,

Here, the divisions by ﬁf or U? do not cause troubles even when
they are zeros because Eq. (30b) implicitly includes upper and
lower bounds. One workaround in the use in computer programs
may be to replace the divisions by ﬁf by those by max(a, ﬁf)
where ¢ is a small positive number close to the machine epsilon.

It should be noted that, at v =0, the function I"(v) is set-valued
and its value is the closed set [, (0),T'_(0)]. The boundaries
I, (0) and T"_(0) are obtained from a straightforward derivation
as

Fo-rno e o

where
[y () = { 0w AP MQYOR) >0y
[ (0) = {ng ii ZZ - 8 3le)
Ty (0) = {ghM i ij - g (G1d)
I, (0) = {?in(FrM,ArPM,A,'QZ/Uﬁ) ggﬁz i 8 (3le)

As can be seen from the expression (30), the function I'(v) is com-
posed of many segments. Interestingly, each segment has a clear
physical interpretation. For example, in the segments listed in
Egs. (30d)—(30)), the last term, either —F,y or —S(v)/ ﬁtz,., repre-
sents the state of the rod-side relief valve, either closed or open,
respectively. In this way of consideration, we can summarize the
valve states at each curve segment as in Table 1. Such direct cor-
respondence between the mathematical representation and the
valve states would help analytically understanding the physical
characteristics of the actuator.

3.5 Numerical Examples. Some numerical examples are
now presented. We consider an asymmetric hydraulic cylinder
with the following parameter values:

C. =0.6, a, = 0.0001 m?, p = 850kg/m?
Ap = 0.024m2, A, = 0.012m?

Py = 42 MPa, P,y = 40MPa, Py, = 36 MPa
0 = 500L/min = 0.00833m3/s

(32)

A common control command u, € [—1, 1] is used to set the open-
ings of the main control valves as follows:

Uph = Uy = max(uc,0)

Upr = U = max(fum 0) 33)
The opening of the bleed valve was fixed at u;, = 0.2 unless other-
wise noted.

Results with different values of u. and u;, are shown in Fig. 3.
Figure 3(a) shows the function I" and its segments with a positive
u., while Fig. 3(b) shows those with a negative u.. They show that
I'(v) is always a decreasing function of v and it is set-valued at
v=0. Figure 3(c) shows how the function I'(v) varies according
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to the change in u,.. It shows that, at a constant external force, the
velocity v increases as u, increases, which is consistent with the
behavior of real hydraulic actuators. Figure 3(d) shows that the
velocity v decreases as the bleed valve opening u,; increases. It
can be explained by the fact that the oil flow into the actuator
decreases as the bleed valve opens. In addition, Fig. 4 is a three-
dimensional plot of f € I'(v) with different u, values, which is
another representation of the data in Fig. 3(c). The set-valuedness
of I is visible as a vertical line or vertical walls in Fig. 4.

It should be emphasized that dynamical models considering the
pressure dynamics of small oil volumes in the circuits would
demand iterative computation to obtain the steady-state character-
istics such as those illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4, while they are
obtained analytically from the presented quasi-static model. Con-
versely, the presented quasi-static representation may be extended
into a dynamical model, e.g., by including the first-order pressure
dynamics with appropriate time constants, considering that
dynamics models of various systems are often obtained as exten-
sions of static or steady-state models.

4 Extension 1: Regeneration Circuit

In some practical applications, the circuit of Fig. 1 includes an
additional pathway from the rod-side chamber to the head-side
chamber to make the extending movement faster. This section
considers the circuit of Fig. 5, which is an extension of the circuit
of Fig. 1. We assume that the regeneration pipeline has a valve
that flows only from the head side to the rod side and assume that
the cross-sectional areas of the cylinder satisfy

Ah Z Ar (34)

There must be some cylinders that do not satisfy Eq. (34), but this

paper focuses on this case for brevity. Let a, is the maximum

opening area (m?) of the regeneration valve, and let u, € [0, 1] be

the dimensionless input value, which is the ratio of the valve

opening area to its maximum value a,. Then, the flowrate of the

oil through the regeneration pipeline is written as follows:

0, = cqugmax(R(F, /A, — F; /Ay, 0)) (35)

where ¢, A Cqa,/2/p and C, is the discharge coefficient of the
regeneration valve, typically around 0.6 or 0.7.

Table 1 States of valves at each segment of I'(v)

r v U hR  hSC pR SC 1R
—F.y + U UUUU- X 0 — X )
I + U, X o — X X
T + Uy X X o X o
| T + U, X X o X X
T + U, X X X X o
T + U, X X X X X
Teop + Uy o X — X o
+ U, o X — X X
T(0), Fum] 0 U, X X — X X
[7F,-M,F;,M] 0 Z/{() X X — X X
[~Fu, T-(0)] 0 u- X X — X X
) - Uu_ X X — X o
T o — Uu_ o X — X o
I - U X X X X X
Ty - Uu_ o X X X X
T 2 - Uu_ X X [ X X
| YA - Uu_ o X [ X X
J - U X X — o X
Fuu - U UUUU- o) X — o X

hR =head-side relief valve; hSC =head-side suction check valve; pR
=pump relief valve; rSC =rod-side suction check valve; rR =rod-side
relief valve; o = open; x = closed; and - = either open or closed.
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force f(10° N)

force f(10° N)

1\

force f € T'(v) (10°N)

force f € I'(v) (10° N)

1.0 o L o e 1
0.5F
O Lo s RGN
u=—1
T
-05 0.0 0.5 -0.5 0.0 0.5
velocity v (m/s) velocity v (m/s)
(c) (d)

Fig. 3 Numerical examples of the quasi-static map feI'(v). (a) uc=0.5, up =0.2; (b) uc=-0.5, u, =0.2; (¢)
uce[—1,1], up =0.2; and (d) u. =0.7, u, €[0,1]. The force f is positive when the external force is compressive

and the actuator force acts to extend the rod.

With this regeneration pipeline and its flowrate Q,, Eq. (21) is
extended into the following:

—v 4+ ﬁth(AhP[ - F;,) - I//l\,h'R(Fh) S N[O’pw] (Fh) — Qa/Ah

(36a)
v+ ﬁPrR(ArPC - FI') - ﬁtr‘R(Fr) € N[O,F,M] (Fr) + Qa/Ar (36b)
Ahﬁth(AhPc - Fh) +Arﬁer(ArPr - Fr) S N(—oo,P(] (P)

(36¢)
Qe UbR(P) +Ahﬁth(AhPc — Fh)

~ (36d)
+A,-Mp,-R(A,-P(, - Fr) +N(7oo$PM] (P)
f=Fy—F; (36¢)

With Q,=0, which results from u,=0, Eq. (36) reduces to
Eq. (21). Let us assume that u,, is set positive only when u € U,
because it is the case in many practical hydraulic circuits. In addi-
tion, we assume that u,. > 0 for the simplicity. Under these condi-
tions, Egs. (35) and (36) reduce to the following:

A\V,, —v+ ﬁth(AhPc — Fh) € N[O,Fhm] (Fh) (37a)
v—v, — Uy R(F,) € N[QF’M] (F)) (37b)
Ahl/ith(AhPC — Fh) S N(—oo,PU] (P) (37(,)

Journal of Dynamic Systems, Measurement, and Control

0 € Uy R(P) + Ayt R(AWP, — Fy) + N (o py) (P) (37d)
f=Fy—F, (37¢)
vy = iizmax(R(F, — AF,,0)) (7)

where v, A Qu/A;, Uy A Cau(,/Af/z, and A = A /Ap.

S AN
\“\‘&
R

Fig. 4 Numerical examples of the quasi-static map f € I'(v) with
varying u. and the fixed up, =0.2. The force f is positive when
the external force is compressive and the actuator force acts to
extend the rod.
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By carefully observing Eq. (37), one can see that v, > 0 implies
F, > 0 from Eq. (37f), which implies v, < v from Eq. (37b). Its
contraposition is that v, > v implies v, =0. Therefore, Eq. (37)
imposes the condition 0 < v, < max(0,v). When v <0, the solu-
tions are obviously v,=0 and f € I'(v). Therefore, hereafter we
consider only the case v >0, in which v, > 0 may take place. By
using the functions defined in Eqgs. (28a) and (28b), the first four

equations of Eq. (37) can be rewritten as Fj, € [, (v - Xva) and
F, € I';(v —v,) with P, and P being eliminated. Considering the
definitions of I', and I',, because of the conditions v — v, > 0,
v>0, u, >0, and Ac (0,1), 'y and I', are always single-valued
and thus can be replaced by I';; and I',, respectively. Therefore,
Eq. (37) can be rewritten as follows:

E‘,-(v,va) S —./\/'[0‘00) (Va) (38a)

F=Tn (v =Av,) = Tro(v—va) (38h)

where
B (v, va) 2S(va) — ﬁﬁ(m(v —va) — AT (v — Xva)) 39)

This expression can be seen as an algebraic problem regarding
{f,va} with a given v.

The function E‘.(v, Va) is an increasing function of v, and it sat-
isfies E, (v, v) > 0 because of I',; (0) = 0. With the algebraic con-
straint (38a), Z,(v,0) > 0 implies that the solution is v,=0,
Meanwhile, if Z,(v,0) < 0, the solution can be found within the
region v, € [0,v] by simple root-finding schemes. Once the solu-
tion v, is obtained, f is obtained by Eq. (38b).

In conclusions, f and v, satisfying Eq. (38) are obtained by the
following functions:

o[ TOifus =0vu U, vy <OVE,(v,0) >0
f € g (V) - | (v — gﬁ,(v)) — Ty (v = Va(v))otherwise
(40)

o (a ) Oif, =0va gU vy OVE(1,0) >0
Va =Va (v) ] FindRoot(E, (v, ), [0, v])otherwise

(41)

Here, “FindRoot” is a function that finds a root of the argument
function within the range specified by the second argument. This
computation can be performed with a common iterative method,
such as the bisection method or the false position method, because
E,(v,v4) is continuous and monotonic. It may also be possible to
find analytical methods because £, (v, v,) is only a piecewise para-
bolic function. The function I'r,; can be seen as an extension of
the quasi-static map I given in Sec. 3.4.

Some numerical examples of I'e, and V, are presented in
Fig. 6. It can be seen that, as u, increases (i.e., as the regeneration
valve opens), the extending velocity of the rod tends to increase
especially in the region f < 0, i.e., under stretching external forces.
It can also be seen that the flowrate Q, through the regeneration
valve increases as u, and v increase. These features are consistent
with those of actual hydraulic actuators.

S Extension 2: Multiple Actuators Driven by One
Pump

In some excavators, more than one actuator is actuated by a sin-
gle pump as illustrated in Fig. 7. In such a circuit, the behaviors of

the actuators influence each other, e.g., the movement of one actu-
ator may decrease the supplied flowrate to other actuators. This
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=
—a
Lu tank L]

regeneration
pipeline

b =r,

pump

Fig.5 Regeneration pipeline added to the circuit of Fig. 1

force f (10°N)

1.0 Fun

0.5

-0.5 3~ LM

1.0

0.5F

0.0 ——  Fre=

0.0 0.5 1.0
velocity v (m/s)

Fig. 6 Numerical examples of the quasi-static map feT'eq(V)
and v, = V4(v) of the circuit of Fig. 5, which includes a regener-
ation pipeline. The parameters are set the same as in Sec. 3.5
except C, =0.6 and a, =0.0001 m> The valve openings are set
as u. =0.5 (see Eq. (33)) and u, =0.2.

section presents an extension of the quasi-static model to deal
with such systems.

In circuits like Fig. 7, the actuators are connected to a junction
at which the pressure is P, and the total supplied flowrate Q from
the pump is equal to the sum of the supplied flowrates to all actua-
tors plus that discharged through the bleed valve and the pump
relief valve. On the other hand, the actuator model developed in
Sec. 3.4 assumes that the supplied flowrate O from the pump is
the input to be given. Therefore, one can see that it is convenient
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to have a modified version of the quasi-static map I" of which the
input is the pressure P instead of the flowrate Q.

With a close look at the definition (30) of the function I'" in
Sec. 3.4, one can see that a P-input version of the quasi-static map
I' can be obtained by replacing P,, by P and removing the seg-
ments depending on Q. Specifically, the modified version F(P, V),
which maps the velocity v to the force f of an actuator depending
on P, can be given as follows:

fer(ry) égsgn(fi(P,v),v7 f+(P,v)) (42a)
where
r L(Pv)A max(min(max (I o, (v), [0 (v)),
max(r+2u(P7 V)u r+2h(P7 V)))7 r+3 (V)7 _FhM)
(42b)
I (P, v) min(max(min(I'_o,(v), T o5 (v)),
min(l",za(P, V)7r,2h(P, V))), r,3(¥’)7FhM)
42¢)
T 0a(Pv)2A,P - @ - %V) (42d)
ph Uy
PP 2ap-W_p, (42¢)
uph
T 0u(Pv)2 AP — @ - SA(ZV) “2f)
upr Uy,
Foes-ar—. g, (“29)
pz

Here, the functions without hats are those defined in Eq. (30). In
the same manner as Eq. (31), we also have the following:

L T

tank Pump
& i

relief
Fig. 7 Multiple actuators driven by one pump

valve
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[, (P,0)=T,,(P,0) =T, (P,0) W)
[_(P,0)=T,_(P,0)—T,_(P,0)
where
min(Fpy, ApP)  if 1,, >0
T (P,0) = {0 (Fiv, AnP) o ﬁ; “o (43b)
_JO if u, >0 :
F1+(P70) - {FI‘M if il\t,- =0 (436)
_J0 if uy, >0
min(F,M,A,.PM) if Ij{\pr >0
l—‘l*(P7 0) - {0 if i{\pl' =0 (436)

The flowrate Q,, into an actuator is determined by the pressure P
at the junction and the pressure P, or P, of the chamber connected
to the pump, specifically, as follows:

Qp = Ahﬁphmax(R(AhP - Fh)7 0)

44
+A, iy, max(R(A.P — F,),0) e

Ifucel,, we have Fj, =f +F, and F, = Proj[o,F,.M] <S(v)/ﬁ,2,>

If u cU_, we have F), = PrOjjo £l (S(v)/ﬁ,zh) and F, = F;, —f.
Therefore, O, is obtained as follows:

0, = QP <P7 v, T(P, v)) 45)
where
0,(P.vf) &
Apli,max (R (AhP — Projjo £,y,) (S(V)/ﬁfz') _f> ' 0)
ifuel,
0 if el
A,li,,;max <R <A,4P — proj[OﬁphM] <—S( V) ”rh) +f> )
ifuel_
(46)

The function T’ appearing in Eq. (45) may be set-valued at v=0,
but a careful observation of its limits of both sides of zero shows

that QP(P 0,T'(P,0)) = 0, single-valued, under all three condi-
tions, U, Up, and U _.

By using the function Qp’ the algebraic constraint between the
total flowrate Q from the pump and the pressure P can be
described as follows:

Ep(P) € N (oo py)(P) 47a)

where

Ep(P) 20 — U,R(P SPTE) @)

-0

Here, the symbols with the subscript j stand for those associated
with the jth actuator, and N denotes the number of actuators. The
value of Zp(P) can be interpreted as the flowrate from the pump
relief valve (see Fig. 7), which is the difference between the oil
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supply from the pump and the sum of the oil supplies to all actua-
tors plus that to the bleed valve. As long as P < Py, Eq. (47a)
reduces to Zp(P) = 0, which means that the pump relief valve is
closed. When P =P,,, Eq. (47a) reduces to Zp(P) > 0, which
means that the oil is discharged from the pump relief valve, of
which the pressure limit is P, The pressure P can be found by
solving the algebraic problem (47) as follows:

|

This FindRoot is also easy because of the monotonicity of the
function ZEp.

By using the value of P obtained by Eq. (48), the quasi-static
relation between the forces f = [fy, ..., fy]" and the velocities v =
[Viyeees vN]T of N actuators is written in the following form:

Py ifZp(Py) > 0

FindRoot(Zp(¢), [0, Py]) otherwise (48

= N T
fEl—‘mul(V)é [FI(P,VI),...,FN(P,VN)] (49)
where P is the one obtained by Eq. (48).

Some numerical examples are shown in Fig. 8. In these exam-
ples, two identical actuators 1 and 2 share a single pump. The
parameters of the actuators are the same as those in Sec. 3.5. The

force f; obtained by the map [f;, fz]T € ' ([vl,\q]T) according

to the variable v; and some fixed values of v, are shown in
Figs. 8(a) and 8(d). Intermediate values P and Zp(P), which are
the immediate output of the root finding in Eq. (48), are presented
in Figs. 8(b), 8(c), 8(e), and 8(f). It can be seen that an increased
speed v, of the actuator 2 results in a decreased speed v, of the
actuator 1, a decreased pressure P at the junction, and a decreased
flowrate Zp(P) from the pump relief valve, which are consistent
with what can happen in real hydraulic circuits. Note that this
example uses two identical actuators only for simplicity. This
approach can also be applied to circuits comprising different
actuators or more than two actuators.

6 Conclusions

This paper has presented a nonsmooth representation of the
quasi-static characteristics of a hydraulic actuator driven by a
four-valve independent metering circuit, being motivated by those
used in commercial excavators. It is described as a nonsmooth
map between the velocity and the force. The representation is
derived from the algebraic constraint between the flowrate and the
pressure at every valve in the circuit in the steady-state. In addi-
tion, the presented approach is extended to include a regeneration
pipeline and to deal with a collection of actuators driven by a sin-
gle pump. This paper has shown that these complicated circuit
structures are analytically tractable through an extension of the
conventional hydraulic—electric analogy.

The presented approach has been illustrated through the visual-
ization of the actuator’s steady-state force—velocity relation with
some sets of graphs. To obtain these graphs, one would need itera-
tive computation if a dynamical model is used, but they are
obtained as a closed-form analytical representation with the quasi-
static model. The obtained force—velocity maps can be seen as
potentially useful to grasp “nominal” characteristics of the actua-
tors. Usually, grasping the steady-state characteristics can be a
basis to grasp the whole characteristics including the dynamics.
Future studies should address the extension of the model to
include the pressure dynamics and the transient response, which
may be realized by including some additional terms regarding the
pressure derivative in the presented representation.

Because the presented model only deals with the steady-states,
which is only an aspect of the whole physical characteristics of
the actuator, its quantitative or empirical validation would not be
very straightforward. Direct experimental validation of the model
would require that the measurement of the force be performed
while maintaining a constant velocity of the actuator for a certain
period of time, but it might not always be possible. The validation
would need to be performed on applications or extensions of the
model, rather than on the model alone. For example, some
quantitative validation would need to be performed on dynamical
models that could be obtained as extensions of the presented

force f; (10°N) pressure P (10° Pa) flowrate Zp(P) (107> m/s)
Lo Fur Py 84
vy =0m/s 30¢ 6 v,—0m/s 1
0.5} ] - ” ]
0 ] 2 \
10
v,=0.3 m/s =" \\
(). 5 frosormsmmsesnecnezenanarathsnsaner o=ty -k b v12=0.3m/s
-0.5 0.0 0.5 -0.5 0.0 0.5 -0.5 0.0 0.5
velocity v; (m/s) velocity vy (m/s) velocity v; (m/s)
(a) (b) (c)
force f, (10° N) pressure P (10° Pa) flowrate Zp(P) (10 m¥/s)
1.0 ) Py g Q
30+ 1 —
osh = 0m/s 6F vo=0m/s
' 20} 1 4t
i ot =
0 10 vy=—0.3m/s
0 TR
-0.5 A ; ‘ M Qe R A 1 ot . v =—0.3m/s
-0.5 0.0 0.5 -0.5 0.0 0.5 -0.5 0.0 0.5
velocity v; (m/s) velocity v; (m/s) velocity v; (m/s)
(d) (e) )

Fig. 8 Numerical examples regarding the quasi-static map [f;, fz}Tel"mu|([v1, vz]T) of a circuit including two identical
actuators driven by a single pump. Positive commands u.1 = uc> = 0.5 (see Eq. (33)) and some different values of
v, between 0 m/s and 0.3 m/s are given in (a)-(c). Negative commands u.1 = u:2 = —0.5 and some different values

of v, between 0 m/s and —0.3 m/s are given in (d)—(f).
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quasi-static model. It would also be the case with controllers built
upon the proposed model, of which the control performance in
terms of accuracy and robustness would need to be evaluated.

For the convenience of the computation, analytical methods
should be sought for the root-finding routines that have appeared
in the proposed algorithms in Secs. 4 and 5. Integration of the
schemes of Secs. 4 and 5, i.e., multiple actuators with regeneration
pipelines driven by a single pump, is also an open problem.
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Appendix: Derivation From Eq. (25) to Eq. (26)

This appendix section presents the details of the derivation
from Eq. (25) to Eq. (26) under the condition # € U . First, one
can rewrite Eqgs. (25a)—(25¢) as follows:

Fiu = projo ) (AhP(. —SW) ﬁ;h) (Ala)
Fy = proj ., (S0)/32) (Alb)
P. = max(P,F),/Ay) (Alc)

respectively, because of Theorem 1. Now F, is obtained as
Eq. (A1b), which is Eq. (26b), and thus we hereafter attempt to
obtain F;, from Egs. (Ala), (Alc), and (25d). Substituting Eq.
(Alc) into Egs. (Ala) and (25d) results in the following:
Fp= proj[O,FhM] (max(AhP7Fh) - S(V) ﬁlzﬂl) (A2a)

0 € UyR(P) + Apitpy R(max(AyP — Fy,0)) + N (_sc py (P)
(A2b)

If v<O0, Eq. (A2a) implies that Fj, = Fyy. If v=0, Eq. (A2a)
implies that min(A,P, Fiy) < Fj < Fuy. If v=0 and F), < Fpy,
Eq. (A2a) implies F;, > A,P and substituting it into Eq. (A2b)
yields P = min(PM,Q2 / U}E) Therefore, if v=0, the condition
(A2) implies the following:

Fy € [min(Fu, APy, AnQ* /U, ] (A3)

The case of v >0 with Eq. (A2) needs some considerations. If

v >0, Eq. (A2a) implies A;p > F, and thus Eq. (A2) can be rewrit-
ten as follows:

Fiy = projj . (4P = S0) iy, (Ada)
0 € UyR(P) + Aplips R (AnP — Projjo s,

-~ (Adb)
(4P = SO)/13,) ) + N (g (P)

If AhP—S(v)/ﬁf,h € [0, Fuu], Eq. (A4b) can be rewritten as
follows:

(53b) <= 0 € UyR(P) + iR (S(v)/72,)

+N(—oc,PM] (P)
= Q€ UyR(P) + A + N (_xp,)(P) (AS)
<= P =min| P —A—is v_g
- M U}% Ah
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and substituting it into Eq. (A4a) results in the following:

, . Aj 0 S(v
Fj, = projjo ) | min| ApPy, f—ZS(v — —) — A(z )
U; Ay L,

(AO6)

This means that A,P — S(v) ﬁﬁh € [0, Fyy] reduces Eq. (A4) into
Egs. (AS5) and (A6). Meanwhile, if A,P — S(v)/ﬁlz,h <0, Eq.
(Ada) results in F,=0. In the same light, if A,P —S(v)/
ﬁ,z,h > Fiuu, Eq. (Ada) results in Fj, = Fjy, and it also reduces Eq.
(A6) to Fj, = Fjpy. Therefore, if v >0, Eq. (A2) leads to Eq. (A6)
in any cases.

In conclusions, unifying the three cases, i.e., F;, = Fyy for
v <0, Eq. (A3) for v=0, and Eq. (A6) for v >0, we have the
expression (26a) for the case u € U, . Recalling that Eq. (26b) has
already been obtained from Eq. (Al), one can see that Eq. (25)
results in Eq. (26) in the case of u € U, .
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