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The Factor in the Selection of the Role in Playing House:
The Feature of Children Who Want to Play Babies or Pets

Daisuke FUJIKI

Various factors are involved in role selection for children while playing house. For example, children can play
roles if they have certain models for them. In addition, they want to play the role that they want to be in the future.
Presently, however, the number of children who want to play petted roles (e.g., cat, dog, and baby) is increasing. To
discuss the cause of this change in children’s preferences, we investigate whether they want to play the petted roles if
they have a cat, dog, or a younger brother or sister as a model. In addition, we investigate whether children who are of-
ten scolded want to be a cat, dog, or baby because they are always pettted, and want to play these roles. As a result, we

found that the children evaluated as “difficult children” by the nursery teacher wanted to play petted roles.

Key words: play, playing house, difficult children
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