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New Framework of Revitalizing Coastal Fishing Communities in Japan:
Responsible Fisheries and Multifunctionality of Fishing Communities

YAMAO Masahiro
Abstract
This paper describes the conceptual framework of revitalizing coastal fishing communities in Japan.
Global economy has deeply affected fisheries economy and society as a whole. Coastal fisheries have
continuously reduced their contribution to local economy. Under these circumstances, “responsible
fisheries” approach urges to re-build coastal fisheries which should be mature enough to fulfill
domestic demand for sea-food, while attaining sustainable use of coastal resources. Structural
adjustment of fisheries production is a requisite to achieve objectives of responsible fisheries.
However, many of coastal communities hardly achieve efficiency and sustainability in production,
with less competitive vis-a-vis imported sea-food products. As World Trade Organization (WTO)
widely accepts “multifunctionality” approach in agriculture field, fishing and fisheries society may
also maintain a certain level of multifunctionality. This is effective tool to revitalize local coastal
community. The last part of this paper focuses on the community’s multi-functions and people’s

multifarious activities for revitalize coastal fishing communities.
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