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Rapid Growth of Fish Consumption Market in East Asia: Globalization and
Regionalization of Fisheries Trade

Masahiro YAMAO (Graduate School of Biosphere Science,
Hiroshima University)

Dynamic changes in fisheries trade in East Asia have occurred recently. In global
fish markets, there are four mega consumers markets: Japan, EU, USA and the East
Asia. The East Asia markets consist of Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and other big
fish consumer countries. China is increasingly absorbing imported fish and fisheries
products from all over the world. Some are destined toward re-export processing
business, while some are consumed in domestic markets. Huge volume of fish and
fisheries product for export is exploited in its neighboring countries and the region.
This becomes great impetus to the rapid expansion of fisheries and aquaculture
production in the East Asia. This paper had four objectives. Firstly, the
effectiveness of industrial accumulation in fisheries sector was clarified. Such accu-
mulation was found mainly in China and Thailand. Secondly, the growth of industrial-
ized export-oriented fishing processing was investigated, by referring to the new trends
of fisheries trades. The East Asia has nowadays become the center of seafood
production in the world. Thirdly, “local and export oriented” fisheries trade was
discussed in depth. Lastly, how largely the rapid growth of East Asian consumers
markets affected to production and distribution was considered. Globalization and

regionalization have occurred at one and the same time in East Asia.

Key words: accumulation of fisheries business, mega markets, local and export

oriented trade, globalization and regionalization



